15.01.09 FINANCIAL ADVISER

34

Better m:mmsmmm Em.@. mw an IFA

ftadviser.com

RAJ SHAH

Having retained his appetite for the duties and the routine of an IFA, Raj Shah
seems to factor in a daily physical exertion to fill him up with energy just before work
every morning in order to prepare for what definitely classifies as a full day ahead of him

All pumped up for work

[MONDAY

After a 7am gym session, I arrive at the
office at 8.30am and am straight into
an appointment with a client who is
soon to be receiving a lump-sum from
his final salary pension.

We discuss the options available to
him and whether it would make sense
for him to pay his mortgage off and then
consider investing. The rest of themorn-
ing is spent calling prospects to arrange
meetings for the week after next.

Some successful calls are made and
the prospects I call are more than happy
to meet up to discuss the investment
opportunities they may have in the cur-
rent climate. Then I am out for a client
appointment with someone who wants
to set up a trust fund for their grand-
child’s school fees, and discuss options
with income drawdown plans.

The day finishes at 7pm with a glass
of wine and a good meal.

TUESDAY

With the morning gym session over it
is then over to work for strategy meet-
ings. We discuss clients and how we
can add value to the services we already
offer them.

Lunch is pasta and pesto followed by
a meeting with the representatives of a
law enforcement federation to discuss
how we can help their staff who are
approaching retirement.

I will be running seminars for the
retiring officers and help them with
ideas around investing and we discuss
what would be suitable content or the
presentation. I head out to a client
appointment with a stockbroker col-
league of mine to help a client with
his portfolio. He is looking at purchas-
ing some shares to complement his
mutual fund and life fund portfolio. It
is quite an exciting meeting and we
agree on a plan. My girlfriend and I

spend the evening at our mortgage
director’s house where he cooks us a
superb meal.

| WEDNESDAY

My personal trainer puts me through
my paces at 6.30am for an hour and
this really sets me up for the day. I get
into work full of energy and crack on
with calling clients and planning for the
next few meetings.

I head over to Manchester to see
some clients and discuss business and
personal protection.

My client’s partner is expecting to
give birth anytime now and this has
emphasised the need for him to get
some cover in place.

We discuss various options and agree
on a budget for me to work to. I drive
back home over the Pennines and after
checking work emails, decide to get an
early night.

THURSDA'

No physical exertion this morning,
apart from a four-hour drive to see
some clients who have well over seven
figures to invest.

I arrive in the south of England and
in the next four hours we discuss their
portfolio and financial aspirations.

The meeting is intense, but we make
headway and agree a strong strategy
for the future.

I like the fact that they are open to
some risk in their portfolio, which
opens up a few more investment ave-
nues. I arrive back in the office for a
pension transfer meeting in the nick of
time, with 10 minutes to spare.

My client has been putting off trans-
ferring his pension for some time and
now sees the sense in the path we are
taking.

The evening is spent relaxing with
some good food and good company.

FRIDAY

I attend my weekly networking meeting
which starts at 6.30am. I deliver a finan-
cial planning presentation to over 30
people which generates a lot of interest,
in particular, when I talk about the
monies people will need in retirement
just to eat. I receive four referrals to fol-
low up on. I am back in the office for
9.30am for meetings with my admin
support staffto discuss cases which need
submitting and any outstanding infor-
mation which may be required.

I catch up with a friend over lunch
and return to the office to call clients
and confirm meetings for next week. 1
leave the office on a high and am look-
ing forward to a weekend relaxing with
my friends and family in my home
town of Hull.

Raj Shah is a director and IFA




